
45Security, Anarchy, and Some Basic Group Dynamics

There is a kind of honesty to the brutality that makes it feel real and that curls your toes 
and makes you recoil in a way that a disemboweling chainsaw serial killer in a slasher film 
could never, ever match. Even if you saw the sanitized American version, in which the 
distributors somehow thought that dubbing over Mel Gibson’s thick Australian accent 
would make the raping and killing less disturbing, it’s hard not to cringe at the realization 
of just how “nasty, brutish, and short” life would be in the constant “war of every man 
against every man” of an ungoverned world, and that is why I decided to go old school.3 
Mad Max provides the best, most visceral, and gut-churning example of the most horrific 
aspect of anarchy, and that kind of emotional understanding of anarchy provides the key 
to answering one of the most important questions in political science: Why do we have 
government?

Some of you may think it unnecessary, if not absurd, to try to explain why we have 
government. The joy we all experience when blessed with the chance to interact with 
government is so blissful* that the need for government all but explains itself. Whether it 
is the hot summer days we spend dancing through the intricate mazes of queues and tak-
ing of numbers involved in renewing our driver’s licenses; or the paper shuffling, strutting, 
and other display rituals of the deodorant-challenged bureaucrats who hand out lawn-
watering permits;† or the thrill of counting down the number of shopping days left before 
taxes are due; or a chance encounter with Officer Bubba, who doggedly pursues the ideal 

* My copy editor cut out “orgasmic” here and suggested “nice” as a synonym . . . go figure.

†In Melbourne, Australia, the persistent drought has grown so bad that you actually need a permit to water your lawn, and such 
permits are very, very hard to get.

IN A STRANGE LAND ON  
THE FAR SIDE OF A MIRROR
Someone may ask you to ...

•• Understand the motivations that lead to the establishment of government, aka Bobsville. 

•• Describe the importance of collective action in Bobsville.

•• On threat of banishment, define the different types of security.

•• Explain the concept of power.

•• Now describe the relationship of anarchy and power.

•• Go to the opposite extreme, and describe the context of hierarchy.

•• Describe how alliances work, on Gilligan’s Island, Game of Thrones, or real life.

•• Identify the factors that go into determining who’s in a group and how the members interact.
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